
excretory organs would be sufficient to eliminate the poison
if the natural calls for evacuation were promptly obeyed,
as happens with inferior animals that labor under no ethi¬
cal restraint ; for it is a fact that those animals, provided
with suitable food, pass their lives exempt from disease
until they are weakened and wasted by age, though exposed
to all the vicissitudes of weather. And so probably might
the human escape the pangs of disease by obedience to this
law of Nature. During his life the writer has been curious
to learn the habits of friends who seemed never to be sick,
and as a general rule they have all been accustomed to free
evacuations every day, usually in the morning. But we
must be aware that a vast majority of our kind are guilty
of procrastination, exposing them to all the blighting evils
of constipation, more especially among sedentary persons,
who compose the larger part of our valued population. On
the contrary, those subject to constipation have never been
free of some complaint, and many have succumbed to malig¬
nant diseases. These are stubborn facts and what do they
indicate? They teach the absolute necessity of daily evacua¬
tions by the gentlest means and never by active purging,
except in cases of extreme obstinacy ; surely the great vari¬
ety of laxative pills and preparations, in easy reach of
every one, can supply that want.

As an excuse for this lucubration, it may be insinuated
that the scribbler is a veteran of more than three score

years of active service, and now claims only the rank of a
medical student. "Verbum sat sapienti."

Robt. Hunter Dalton, M.D.

Typhoid Fever.
Washington, D. C., July 2, 1894.

To the Editor:\p=m-\In the report of the proceedings of the
Medical Society of the District of Columbia, June 21, I am
quoted as having claimed that many deaths laid at the door
of typhoid fever were due to malarial fever. On the con-
trary, I stated that many of the deaths classed under ma-
larial and typho-malarial fevers (especially in former years)
were probably due to typhoid fever.

I did not declare that never had there been any authentic
report of a case of typhoid fever resulting from well water,
but I did declare that the report of the committee did not
show that a single case of typhoid fever had been traced to
a single well in this city.

For reasons which were given in the course of my remarks
the report was characterized as sensational, contradictory
and illogical; a generalization based on the barest possi-
bilities, and fancies stated as facts.

Very respectfully,
B. G. Pool, M.D.

The Status of an Eclectic.
Austin, Texas, July 6, 1894.

To the Editor:\p=m-\If a physician be a graduate of an Eclectic
Medical College, of the first class in standing, and said phy-
sician be, in all respects, an honorable, well-behaved prac-
titioner of medicine, and should apply in the usual regular
manner, for membership in a local (county) medical society
of so-called regular physicians, can the physicians\p=m-\members
of said local society\p=m-\electsaid graduate from an Eclectic
Medical College, a member of said local society, without
violating the Code of the American Medical Association?

I am not able to find any literature giving a clear and
plain answer to the foregoing question; hence, I apply to
you. Please answer, as you may deem best, as to mode:
either through the Journal of the American Medical Asso-
ciation or privately. Yours truly,

Q. C. Smith, M.D.

Manual of Treatment by Active Principles. Concentrations and
New Remedies. By William F. Waugh, A.M., M.D. Pp. 248.
Cloth. Philadelphia: The Medical Press Company. 1893.
This little volume is a natural outgrowth of the earlier

"Outline of Dosimetric Practice" by the same author. The
first third of the work contains an alphabetical list of most
of our newer remedies as well as the active principles of many
drugs long in use and salts of good therapeutic repute
The remaining portion comprises a list of diseases and
prominent symptoms with remedies suggested and usually
a special explanation regarding each one or each group. A
large number of valuable hints, tersely stated, is thus ready
for convenient reference, and they merit confidence because
culled from standard authorities. No one can fail to realize
the advantages to be derived from the wider use of active
principles and this work is to be commended as a step in
that direction.

NECROLOGY.
Solomon R. Gorgas, M.D., died June 30, at Harrisburg

Pa., of appendicitis. Laparotomy was performed in Phila¬
delphia, and the diseased appendix was removed, but he
died on the third day, from exhaustion. Dr. Gorgas was a
member of the Dauphin County Medical Society, also of
the State Medical Association and the American Medi¬
cal Association. He was one of the Examiners for the-
Pension Fund and also Surgeon to the Pennsylvania Rail¬
road Company. He was a graduate of the Jefferson Med¬
ical College of the class of 1874.

Ezra M. Hunt, M.D., the distinguished sanitarian and
President of the New Jersey State Board of Health, died
July 1.-Joseph P. Thomas, M.D., President of the Ken¬
tucky Medical Association, at Hopkinsville.-Wallace A.
Sackett, M.D., of Dallas, Texas, June 28, aged 25. He was a
native of New Albany, Ind., and graduated in medicine at
the University of Louisville, Ky., in the class of 1893.-
C. B. Ranes, M.D., of Rusk, Texas, June 28. He was born in
Virginia on Jan. 17, 1808, and practiced medicine for sixty-
two years. In 1835 he settled in Nacogdoches County,Texas,
and lived in that county until 1849, when he removed to
Dallas. He served throughout the war as regimental surgeon
on the staff of Gen.Winfield Scott.-W. H. Ridenhour, M.D.,
of Toledo, Ohio, June 6, aged 70.-W. G. Austin, M.D., of New
Orleans, June 15, aged 80. He was educated at Kenyon Col¬
lege, Ohio, and graduated M.D. at the Washington University
of Baltimore in 1836. He began practice in Yazoo County»-
Miss., and after three years located at Bayou Sara, La. He
was married in 1839, and shortly before the war was ap¬
pointed a member of the State Board of Health. He was

Superintendent of the Charity Hospital of New Orleans in
1862 when the city was taken by the Union troops, and he
served in the Confederate Army until the close of the war.
He was again appointed to the State Board of Health, in
1877, and in 1888 was United States Examiner of Drugs.
Governor Nichols appointed him quarantine physician dur¬
ing the presidency of Dr. C. P. Wilkinson. Dr. Austin was-
one of the best qualified yellow fever experts in the South.
-Joseph P. Connelly, M.D., of Williamsport, Pa., died
June 23,1894, aged 35 years. He was President of the Ly-
coming County Medical Society at the time of his death-
He was a member of the Pennsylvania State Medical
Society and of the American Medical Association. Few
men of Dr. Connelly's years have attained the position
in their profession that he had. He was always active
in all society work, and had the respect and esteem
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